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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
It is my honor to greet you, our esteemed 
alumni, in this Winter 2015 issue of the 
Southeastern alumni magazine. I want to 
take this opportunity to update you on all 
that has taken place at SEU in the past few 
months. These are indeed historic times for 
Southeastern University as we’re experiencing 
exceptional growth and dramatic expansion 
like never before in the history of this 
institution. There is no doubt that God’s hand 
is on our community as we forge ahead into 
His divine purpose for our university.
We are in the process of adding new degree 
programs to meet the rising demand of 
education in certain degree areas. These 
additions include bachelor’s degrees in 
kinesiology, digital journalism, and public 
relations. We’re also adding a Master of Divinity 
degree. All of these academic programs are 
world-class and will serve to empower and 
equip our students to accomplish their God-
given mission in life. 
We experienced an incredible move of 
God in the fall of 2014 as we witnessed the 
largest single enrollment in the history of 
Southeastern University — 3,834 students! 
Recognizing the ever-increasing need for 
additional housing and infrastructure, the SEU 
Board of Trustees empowered the Executive 
Leadership Team by approving the initiation 
of phase two of the Southeastern University 
master plan. 
This extensive expansion of our campus 
facilities will render an unprecedented shift 
in the physical landscape of our campus. This 
master plan includes the construction of a 
secondary Student Activities Center, which 
will house more of our athletic programs, 
including wrestling and tumbling. It will 
be located adjacent to the existing Student 
Activities Center.
We will also build a new 44,000-square-
foot Administration & Athletics Operations 
Building which will house executive 
offices, conference rooms, administrative 
offices, athletic operations, training center, 
multipurpose hospitality space, and an 
additional 1,000 to 2,000 seats for the existing 
football stadium. In addition, we’re in the 
process of knocking down Spence Hall and 
building a new Live/Learn facility which will 
sit adjacent to the Natural & Health Sciences 
building. This new structure will include 
housing, faculty offices, classrooms, music 
practice rooms, as well as a food court. All of 
these new additions are being implemented 
now to better serve our current and future 
students as well as our alumni and the entire 
Fire family. 
We will also begin construction on a new 
track-and-field facility which will not only 
host traditional sports, but also women’s 
lacrosse. 
These new buildings are not only exciting 
additions to our campus, but also absolutely 
necessary to meet the growing population of 
our campus.  As we’re experiencing exponential 
growth in our student body, all supporting 
infrastructure improvements are absolutely 
critical to accomplishing our mission. We must 
do all we can so that we can continue to equip 
our students to discover and develop their 
divine design so that they can go out and serve 
the world with the Spirit’s empowerment. 
In this issue you will also meet the new 
president of the Alumni Association, Frank 
Kendrick ’09 MAML. We also wish outgoing 
president Mark Anthony well as he continues 
his ministry at Trinity Fellowship Church in 
Sharpsburg, GA, and pursues doctoral studies 
at Fuller Theological Seminary. We are grateful 
for his 2 1/2 years of service.
These are monumental times for your alma 
mater. We are absolutely confident that God 
will continue to empower us as we move 
forward in our ambition to glorify Him and 
equip His body for the good works He has 
destined for our lives. Please continue to pray 
for us as we move forward and achieve even 
greater things for His name’s sake. 
We hope to see you on campus again in the 
near future. We want to stay in touch with you 
and support you as best we can to empower you 
to move further in your mission and purpose. 
If there’s anything that we can do to support 
you, please do not hesitate to let us know. We’re 
praying for you and trusting God to open more 
doors for you as you move forward in His 
divinely designed plan for your journey. 
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LETTER FROM ALUMNI DIRECTOR
T.E.A.M.
“Together Everyone Achieves More” is a 
quip phrase that has been around for decades. 
While true to the point that it is seemingly 
redundant when said, the truth behind it 
still rings true. Have you ever seen a useful 
and well-built pulley system in action? It 
fascinates me to watch as a single individual 
tries to lift a heavy object that is obviously 
beyond realistic expectations. They strain and 
attempt to lift, all in wasted effort; however, 
distribute the load among a series of pulleys 
and voila! Task accomplished.
The Alumni Association at Southeastern has 
what would appear to be an insurmountable 
task ahead of us.  As I have traveled across the 
country sharing this with young and seasoned 
alumni, each has asked me to explain the 
need to our entire alumni body.  The general 
sentiment was that if our alumni knew the 
need and how they could help, they would 
rise to the occasion.
Through the last economic recession giving 
has slowed tremendously. According to recent 
reports, alumni giving back to their alma 
mater has dwindled to nothing more than a 
mere trickle – falling well below the double-
digit percentage rate.
“Why,” you might ask, “is this even 
important?” It is critical to a university such as 
Southeastern because it is one of the main keys 
which helps to unlock resources otherwise not 
available. Southeastern is currently working to 
pursue numerous grants from foundations and 
businesses alike.  The top question asked by 
organizations looking to fund requests for a 
grant is, “What percentage of your alumni give 
back to their school?” The reason this question 
is asked is simple. If your alumni don’t believe 
in the school enough to give – why should 
we?  That is an extremely powerful statement, 
which has the ability to positively or negatively 
impact our consideration for a grant.
I am proud to say that our leadership and 
board, as well as our faculty and staff, are at a 
near 100 percent giving back to the university 
each year; however, we can only do so much 
in lifting this heavy load.  I would love for 
our alumni to break the statistical trend and 
help to prove that our beloved university is far 
from a dusty, sleepy, or nongrowing institution; 
rather we are thriving and growing in order to 
help continue to produce servant leaders for 
generations to come. 
In this unique ask, the size of the gift is 
not what is taken into consideration; it is 
simply that our alumni give. We are going 
to begin a new alumni affinity program, 
SEU O2, of which I believe you will enjoy 
many benefits to becoming a member.  The 
annual due is $25 per alum to join.  If that 
is not possible or you are not interested in 
the affinity program, a $15, $10, or even a 
$5 gift will show that you are a contributing 
member of the alumni association.  In other 
words, no gift is too small to participate. 
Are you married? Consider each sending a 
unique gift that will also help to assist in 
increasing our giving percentage.
Would you consider helping to be a “pulley” 
in this huge effort? By doing so, we can 
together see that as a T.E.A.M. more can truly 
be achieved.
ED MANER ’96, ’13 MBA
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INTRODUCING THE NEW ALUMNI ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT
The Southeastern Alumni Association is proud 
to announce Frank Kendrick as the new 
Alumni Association President. Frank graduated 
with his MAML in 2009 and since has played 
a vital part on Southeastern’s campus. As the 
chief executive officer and founder of NuJak 
Companies, Inc., his company has been a part 
of various construction projects on campus, 
including the Chick-fil-A Express and the 
Fire Football Stadium. 
“I am very pleased to see Frank Kendrick 
named as the new president of the Alumni 
Association,” said Rev. Wayne Blackburn,vice 
chairman of the SEU board of trustees and 
senior pastor of Victory Church in Lakeland, 
FL. “Frank has been an active member at 
Victory as well as the community of Lakeland 
for many years. There is no doubt in my mind 
that he will serve the university well in this 
new role.”
Southeastern recently met with Frank to ask 
him a few questions about himself and his 
involvement in the Alumni Association.
Where is home for you?
Riviera Beach, FL
What are your favorite hobbies?
Gardening and reading
What are you currently reading?
I generally read three books at a time. Right 
now I am reading The Organized Mind and 
A Reason for God. I just cracked another one 
open last night and it is a book on the Holy 
Spirit by John Bevere.
Where is your favorite vacation spot?
Boca Raton, FL
Tell us about your family.
I have three kids: Brandon, Morgan, and Tyler. 
I have been married to my wife [Sonji] for 
24 years.
You have been very involved in the 
Lakeland community. Tell me a little bit 
about your involvement and what you 
are currently involved in?
Right now, I am on the Board of Directors of 
Lakeland Regional Medical Center (LRMC) 
and on the Advisory Board of VISTE 
(Volunteers in Service to the Elderly). In the 
past, I have been on the board at United Way, 
the Lakeland Chamber, and AMI Kids.
What was your favorite class when you 
were a student at Southeastern?
Biblical Preaching with Dr. Mark Rutland. 
Dr. Charles Gaulden was the facilitator.
Was there a professor(s) that impacted 
your life?
Dr. Mark Rutland was responsible for me 
being a part of the MAML executive cohort. 
I was doing a traditional MAML degree and 
he encouraged me to join the executive 
cohort. I used to love to hear him speak. He 
was quite a visionary as well. Dr. Joe Davis 
was another professor who impacted my 
life. He was just an outstanding preacher. I 
really enjoyed the way he was able to tell 
a story. No one could tell a story like him. 
Those two were incredible storytellers and 
could make the scriptures come to life. Dr. 
Gaulden always kept the mood very light 
and came to be a very good friend of mine. 
He had great humor.
What was your favorite memory when 
you were a student at Southeastern?
My favorite memory was the Forum. It was 
a requirement for my degree. The quality of 
speakers and information disseminated just 
blew me away. I couldn’t believe we had that 
caliber of an event here in Lakeland. I couldn’t 
wait to attend every session.
What is your favorite scripture verse or a 
verse that you live by?
Proverbs 29:18 “Where there is no vision, the 
people perish: but he that keepeth the law, 
happy is he.”
What has been the most significant/
beneficial thing about being a part of the 
Alumni Association?
The football games. It was the first event 
or series in which I had the privilege of 
participating. I was extremely proud to be 
an alum and it didn’t hurt that we had a 
great team. I loved being able to sit with 
other alumni and just have fun. I was so 
excited to be a part of the school and enjoy 
my time in the stands. I also really enjoyed 
the tailgating.
What are you looking forward to the most 
about this new opportunity/position?
I am mostly looking forward to being involved 
in the lives of the new graduates. I feel like there 
is a wonderful opportunity to get them plugged 
in early, gain input from them, and make them 
proud to be a part of the Alumni Association. 
The other part is making a connection with 
the legacy built by the graduates of the past 
and getting those alumni together with future 
graduates — connecting the old and the new, 
the past and the present.
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On December 5, 2014, the College of Arts and 
Media debuted their inaugural photography 
exhibit, “Inspirations: Local Perspectives.” 
The photo exhibit’s theme centered on the 
idea of local perspectives or angles, and telling 
stories visually through photography. The 
photo submissions included photos centered 
on the local perspectives from the Lakeland 
area, other states, and other countries. 
Dr. Chad Neuman, the chair of the 
communication department, and Professor 
Jon Seals, an adjunct graphic design professor, 
selected the photos that would be shown at 
the exhibit from the 35 photos that were 
submitted. Claire Orologas, the executive 
director of the Polk Museum of Art, 
adjudicated the show and decided the best in 
show and first and second runner-up. 
“Focusing on photography as a medium 
for visual storytelling is one of the many 
ways the visual arts and graphic design 
initiatives are expanding at Southeastern,” 
said Neuman. “We already have graduates 
working in graphic design careers, such 
as creative specialists, web designers, and 
layout editors. Visual communication can be 
an effective way to engage the culture and 
influence others in a positive manner. The 
Department of Communication, part of the 
College of Arts and Media, hopes to be at the 
forefront of expanding visual arts on campus 
and in the community.” 
The College of Art and Media will host the 
next photography exhibit in the spring based 
on the theme, “Art Moves,” focusing on 
motion and/or invoking emotion. 
“Black Beauty” - BEST IN SHOW
“Taylor” - 1ST RUNNER-UP “Lambs Like Lions” - 2ND RUNNER-UP
INAUGURAL 
PHOTO EXHIBIT
By Kristine Diaz Coffman
Phillip T. PerryBy Elisabeth Huijskens
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SEU FIGHT SONG LYRICS
“Red and Black”
We all cheer fight, fight, fight for the Fi-re
Let every victor join in and sing
Raise high the Red and Black with shouts in bat-tle
Sound forth that loud and mighty siren ring
We score at will and onward toward the vict’ry
As the points climb their team all stands in fear
We all stand strong and shout in praise of loyalty
As banners fly to S-E-U, All Hail!
F-I-R-E, Light ’em up, Light ’em up, Fight, Fight, Fight!
It takes a spark to start a Fi-re
You cannot douse our endless flame
The Red and Black will never ti-re
Onward S…E…U to boundless fame!
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THE FIRE FOOTBALL STADIUM GRAND OPENING
On September 12, hundreds of students, faculty, staff, and people from the Lakeland community 
gathered around the new 3,500-seat Fire Football Stadium as Southeastern hosted a ribbon-
cutting ceremony. During that time, participants had the opportunity to meet the Fire football 
team, the Spirit squad, the Fireline, and SEU’s new mascot, Scorch. After the ceremony, 
participants were able to purchase Fire gear from the Team Shop and get a first-look tour of 
the facility before the Fire’s first home game the following day. 
THE NATIONAL LEADERSHIP 
FORUM
This year, Southeastern will host the 
National Leadership Forum on March 20. 
A special Pre-Forum Intensive with Mark 
Sanborn, acclaimed speaker and best-selling 
author of eight books on leadership, will take 
place on March 19. An annual Scholarship 
Gala will follow the Forum at the Lakeland 
Center, with guest speakers Sean and Leigh 
Anne Tuohy, the inspiration for the story of 
the bestselling book and Academy Award-
winning movie, The Blind Side.
Forum speakers for this year’s event include: 
Nancy Duarte, CEO of Duarte Inc., the largest 
design firm in the Silicon Valley; Jon Gordon, 
a business consultant and best-selling author 
of The Energy Bus; Daniel Goleman, two-time 
Pulitzer Prize nominee for his work on the 
brain and behavioral sciences; Marcus Luttrell, 
a Navy SEAL and the inspiration behind the 
movie Lone Survivor; and Carly Fiorina, the 
first woman to run a Fortune 500 company. 
Registration is available at 
SEUleadershipforum.com. Alumni will 
receive a 15% discount on Forum tickets. 
Go to SEUleadershipforum.com to select 
your seats, and simply enter “alumni” when 
prompted to enter the coupon code and 
the discount will be applied. This is an 
event that you won’t want to miss!
COLLEGE OF ARTS & MEDIA 
The faculty of the College of 
Communications, Languages, and the Arts 
voted to change their name to the College 
of Arts & Media. It was made effective on 
December 1, 2014. This decision was made 
after a vote was taken in the department 
with 82 percent in favor of the change. 
Dean Dr. Craig Collins stated, “The change in name adequately reflects the breadth of 
programming within the college, while finding relevance in the 21st century.”
14 SOUTHEASTERN
SEU RECORDS WORSHIP ALBUM 
AT HOUSE OF BLUES
SEU Worship, Southeastern University’s 
worship band, kicked off their third live-
album recording on November 3, with a 
blast of colorful confetti, a packed crowd of 
approximately 2,200 people, and a prestigious 
venue — Downtown Disney’s House of Blues 
in Orlando.
“The House of Blues is a professional, 
mainstream venue that is the most popular 
place for tours to stop in Central Florida. This 
central location made it easy for us to pack 
out the venue. The goal that we had for this 
album was that it would be conducive and 
useful for ministry. We wanted every song to 
be useful for churches, to be able to function 
in a church service or at a salvation call,” said 
Chase Wagner, Southeastern campus worship 
pastor. 
Throughout the live recording, guest speakers, 
including Chad Veach, pastor of Zoe Church 
in Los Angeles, CA; Rich Wilkerson Jr., young 
adult pastor of The Vous in Miami, FL; and 
Southeastern’s campus pastor, Andrew Gard, 
shared a message between songs. The new 
album, released during the SEU Conference 
on February 9, includes 12 original songs 
written by Wagner and Southeastern students, 
and a preaching track from Gard.
“The recording was incredible. For us, the thing 
that we want to do is to think outside of the box 
and focus on how we can engage culture with 
the Gospel. This was an opportunity that did that 
for us by putting Christianity in a mainstream 
industry,” said Gard.
SEU Worship has been recognized by Billboard 
for both of their prior album sales. Their previous 
album releases, No Other Name and So All the 
World Will Know, have topped the Christian/
Gospel charts on iTunes, reaching number two 
in the category and 50 in the overall charts. The 
band has had the opportunity to travel across 
the United States playing music for a wide 
variety of audiences.
ON CAMPUS
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NATURAL AND HEALTH 
SCIENCES FACILITY 
UNDERWAY
The construction for the College of 
Natural and Health Sciences building is 
underway and slated for completion in 
Spring 2015. In addition to offices and 
classrooms, the building will include six 
science laboratories, two computer labs, a 
144-seat auditorium, and a clinic space for 
cutting-edge medical training. The facility 
will also house Suzie the Mastodon, a 
juvenile mastodon and the only complete 
standing mastodon skeleton in Florida.
SOUTHEASTERN WELCOMES 
CHICK-FIL-A
Students, faculty, staff, and the Lakeland 
community came together to celebrate 
the opening of Chick-fil-A Express on 
Southeastern’s campus on September 2. 
Hundreds gathered both inside and outside, 
lining up around Southeastern’s Pansler 
Alumni-Student Union to join in on the 
momentous occasion. This was the first 
Chick-fil-A Express to open on a university 
campus in Polk County.
Following the ribbon-cutting ceremony, 
more than 200 people received free Chick-
fil-A sandwiches, nuggets, waffle fries, and 
drinks, along with various Chick-fil-A 
giveaways. Southeastern’s new mascot, 
Scorch, was in attendance, along with 
Chick-fil-A’s famous cows, all posing for 
pictures with the crowd. 
ON CAMPUS
CONSTRUCTION TO CONTINUE WITH PHASE TWO
Construction on Southeastern’s campus will not be coming to a close anytime soon. On 
November 13, the university’s board of trustees unanimously approved phase two of the campus 
expansion, a construction project including three new buildings, a track and field facility, and 
expanded parking. The new buildings will include an Administration and Athletics Operations 
Building, a Live/Learn Facility, and an expanded Student Activities Center. 
“The expansion is part of a master plan we have been working on for the last four years,” said 
Dr. Brian Carroll, executive vice president.
Phase one of construction included a football stadium and Chick-fil-A Express that were 
completed in Fall 2014 and a Health Sciences building that is well underway and expected to 
be completed by spring. (continued on page 18)
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(continued from page 16)
“This is a momentous day in the history 
of the Athletic Department at Southeastern 
University. We have continually emphasized 
a ‘next level’ mentality with the coaching 
staff. To see the administration make this 
kind of investment in giving us the tools to 
win championships is incredibly exciting,” 
said Drew Watson, director of athletics.
With the continual increase of enrollment, 
these new facilities will provide additional 
housing, parking, and classroom space, as well 
as bring new varsity sports to Southeastern, 
including wrestling, tumbling, track and 
field, and lacrosse. Southeastern will have 
the only scholarship-wrestling program in 
the state of Florida. At the north end of the 
campus, an eight-lane Track and Field Facility 
will surround the newly completed soccer 
complex. A proposed parking garage will be 
built next to the football stadium to provide 
more than 400 additional parking spaces.
“Our university is focused on innovation and 
excellence. We realize if we stand still and 
just do the things we have always done, we 
fall behind. We have a vision for the future 
in regards to new academic and athletic 
programs, and we are creating systems and 
facilities to make those programs a reality.   
That is why I so love working at this 
university and being a part of the Leadership 
Team,” said Dr. Bill Hackett, provost.
The Live/Learn Facility will house music 
practice rooms, a choral rehearsal hall, 
the fine arts program, graphic design and 
computer labs, and a food court area with 
national brands. There will also be classroom 
and office space. The third and fourth floors 
will house beds for about 480 students. The 
Administration and Athletics Operations 
Building will feature executive office space, 
conference rooms, administrative offices, 
space for athletic operations, a training and 
workout center, a multipurpose hospitality 
space overlooking the stadium with full 
kitchen service, and another 1,000 to 2,000 
seats for the stadium.
ON CAMPUS
ELEVATION - LIVE LEARN FACILITY
PHASE II ELEVATIONS
/
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PHASE II ELEVATIONS
20 SOUTHEASTERN
ATHLETICS 
UPDATE
VOLLEYBALL
Fire Volleyball went 17-13 and finished 
tied for third in The Sun Conference. 
This included going 3-1 at the Faulkner 
Invitational, picking up 3-0 wins over the 
host Eagles, Truett-McConnell, and NCAA 
Division II Spring Hill College. Senior 
Carol Reis was named The Sun Conference 
Player of the Year for a second consecutive 
year. She led the league in kills with 329 
and finished third in the NAIA in hitting 
percentage at .407. 
MEN’S CROSS COUNTRY
The Fire continued to make progress 
in their third season of competition, 
finishing fourth at The Sun Conference 
Championship meet. They finished second 
at the Fire Short Course Invitational and 
also sloshed through the muddy conditions 
to a second place finish at the flrunners.com 
Invitational. Junior Kyler Kathman ran the 
fastest time of the season at the Sand Shark 
Invitational, hosted by South Carolina-
Beaufort, completing the 8K course in 
26:27. This was the third fastest time in 
school history. 
WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY
It was a breakout season for the women’s 
cross country team in their third season. 
They earned a fourth place finish as a team 
at The Sun Conference Championship 
meet, with freshmen Megan Fitzgerald, 
Sarah Deibner, and Sydni Ogilvie all 
earning Second Team All-Conference 
honors finishing in the top 14. That group 
ran the 11 fastest times in school history 
this season, with Deibner becoming the first 
female in program history to break 19:00 in 
the 5K, running an 18:48 at the Sand Shark 
Invitational in South Carolina. 
WOMEN’S SOCCER
Women’s soccer bounced back from a 
tough 2013 season with a 10-7-1 record, 
winning five of their last seven games of 
the regular season. They earned a second 
place finish in the South Division of The 
Sun Conference. They also earned the #4 
seed in the conference playoffs, earning 
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them their first home postseason match. 
Sophomore Alyssa Kaminski and junior Bre 
Eldridge both earned Second Team All-
Sun Conference honors. Kaminski was also 
named the league’s Champion of Character 
Award recipient. 
MEN’S SOCCER
The Fire finished 4-3-2 in Sun Conference 
play, their best conference win percentage 
in program history and completed the 
season with a 10-6-2 overall record. They 
were among the highest scoring teams in 
the NAIA, notching 44 goals in 18 games. 
During a five-game stretch, the Fire went 
to extra time in each game against three 
of the top teams in the league, including 
NAIA #2 Thomas. Senior Shane Jones was 
selected as The Sun Conference Defensive 
Player of the Year and earned First Team 
All-Conference honors. Senior goalkeeper 
David Danahy joined Jones on the first 
team, and sophomore Pedro Ivo Dias 
earned second team honors. 
FOOTBALL
In its inaugural season, Fire football enjoyed 
an 8-3 season and a second place finish in 
The Sun Conference. Of the four first-
year NAIA football programs, Southeastern 
was the only one to record a winning 
record. After opening up the season at 
#10 Faulkner University, the Fire came 
home to a packed house in the first game 
at Victory Field, where they knocked off 
rival Warner University 31-7. Southeastern 
fans were treated to one of the most prolific 
offenses in college football, averaging better 
than 38 points and 444 yards per game. 
Freshman running back Jarrell Reynolds 
was named The Sun Conference Player of 
the Year, after finishing second in the NAIA 
in scoring, and third in rushing yards per 
game. Freshman Caleb Winter was a First 
Team All-Conference selection, was second 
in the NAIA in yards per punt at 43.8, and 
freshman cornerback Quentin Harris was 
also a first team selection after finishing 
second in interceptions with seven. 
Quarterback Jonathan Pearce and defensive 
lineman Dance Estes rounded out the Fire 
first team honorees.
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MEN’S BASKETBALL
The Fire have been ranked in the 
NAIA Division II Top 25 in the last 
11 Coaches’ Polls, including a current 
ranking of 24th, and have an 8-5 record. 
For the first time in program history, the 
Fire won at St. Thomas, knocking off 
the Bobcats 81-75 in Miami Gardens. 
They also picked up a key conference 
win over Warner in overtime 92-85. In 
addition to participating in the Valdosta 
State Classic in Georgia and the Chuck 
Daily Memorial Classic in West Palm 
Beach, the Fire hosted a classic involving 
Evangel University, Southwestern 
Assemblies of God University, and Olivet 
Nazarene University. 
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
The Fire are off to an 11-4 start 
this season and are 3-1 in The Sun 
Conference. The season opened with 
six consecutive wins, including their 
conference opener against Warner, 83-
67. January started with five games 
in seven days, and the Fire claiming 
victory in four of them. Southeastern 
is currently second in NAIA Division 
II in 3-pointers made per game at 
13.1. Individually, sophomore Alyssa 
Ramos is averaging 4.5 3’s per game, 
which leads NAIA Division II. Ramos, 
the Carlsbad, CA, native, is The Sun 
Conference’s third leading scorer at 
17.7 points per game. 
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Fuel the Fire! There is nothing more fun than coming together with friends and other 
alumni to cheer on Southeastern’s Fire football team! This year, we celebrated our 
first football Homecoming with over 200 alumni in attendance. We also celebrated 
the classes of 1964 and 1989. Take a look through the photos to see who you know!
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ALUMNI AWARD PROFILES
AMY BOWLIN ’05, ’06 was 
awarded Outstanding Young Alumni. 
During her time at Southeastern, she 
graduated summa cum laude in 2005 with 
a double major in finance and accounting. 
The following year, she graduated with a 
bachelor of arts in criminal justice with a 
minor in pre-law. In 2007, she graduated 
with her master’s of accounting from USF. 
While a student at Southeastern, she played 
varsity volleyball and basketball, and was 
a three-time national scholar athlete with 
the NCCAA and was also SEU Academic 
Athlete of the Year. 
In the past seven years, since graduating, 
Amy has worked as a staff member, 
senior, and now manager for the Big Four 
Accounting Firm of Ernst and Young 
(EY) as an auditor. In mid-August she was 
transferred to the Orlando office, one of 
the firm’s largest accounts. She has been the 
lead recruiter for the USF campus for the 
EY Tampa office and the intern coordinator 
at EY. She is a member of the steering 
committee, planning events as part of the 
subcommittees for the American Heart 
Association and Moffitt Cancer Center. 
Amy is also a member of the Professional 
Women’s Network group in Orlando.
CHESTER SPELLMAN ’00 was the 
recipient of the Outstanding Service 
Award. Chester began his career in 
public service in his hometown of 
Jacksonville, at a community-based 
nonprofit organization called Project 
SOS. He served with the organization 
for almost a decade in the leadership 
role as chief operating officer. In 2011, 
he was appointed the chief executive 
officer of the Governor’s Commission on 
Community Service, known as Volunteer 
Florida, by Governor Rick Scott.
Chester earned his bachelor of arts in 
2000 from Southeastern and went on 
to get a master of arts in organizational 
leadership from Regent University. 
He is also a fellow of the Stanford 
Graduate School of Business Center for 
Social Innovation in Stanford, CA. He 
currently resides in Tallahassee with his 
wife, Amanda, and their sons, William 
and Graham.
HARVEY MABE was the recipient 
of the Distinguished Alumni Award. 
When Harvey first began his journey at 
Southeastern in 1982, he had toured with 
New Song to make extra scholarship money 
to afford tuition for his first year of school. 
He also attended on a Teen Talent Music 
Scholarship. While on campus he worked 
for maintenance and groundskeeping, 
doing anything from cleaning dorms and 
mowing lawns at Southeastern. 
In the late eighties, he directed student-led 
worship teams that promoted Southeastern 
at camps, conventions, and churches. He led 
around 60 students who traveled as long as 
11-12 weeks in the summer. One year, he did 
11 Assemblies of God camps in a row. A few 
years down the road, he developed the media 
services department and designed the first TV 
studio, mentoring many students and giving 
them practical ministry experience running 
camera, sound, lights, and leading worship. 
Even after leaving Southeastern in 1999 and 
starting his own company, Mabe Productions, 
he has continued to be a part of Southeastern, 
though helping develop different sound 
systems throughout campus, including the 
outdoor garden speakers, the football stadium 
sound system, and many more. Harvey has 
also worked with other universities, churches, 
and Christian organizations. 
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GEORGIA RECEPTION
Over 50 alumni and Fire Club members gathered in Rome, GA, to cheer on the Fire for their last football game of 
the season. The Fire went on to win 33-3 against Berry College. 
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COMMENCEMENT
Congratulations to the fall 
graduating class of 2014!
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Since graduating from Southeastern in 2009, MEGAN 
VINO’s pursuit of following God’s plan for her life has 
opened many doors for her musically. Megan released her 
first EP album, You Have My Heart, with six songs, on her 
birthday, August 26, 2014. 
“I’m excited to see where the Lord takes it! He puts things 
on our hearts to complete, and it’s up to us to take the step 
and complete them. I’ve done my part, and now I’m just 
waiting to see what the Lord does,” said Megan. 
One of the songs, “Satisfied,” was a song Megan heard 
while a student at Southeastern and was written by a 
previous worship leader at Southeastern, JOSH DANIEL 
HIERS ’07. She recorded the EP in Nashville, TN, with 
producers Nathan Walters and Gabe Combs of the Dove 
award-winning group Plus One. Her next project will be 
an acoustic worship album. 
While Megan continues to pursue her love of music, she 
also works as the technology support specialist and head 
volleyball coach at Crystal River Middle School in Crystal 
River, FL.
MEGAN VINO
MEET
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College of Arts & Media
College of Behavioral & 
Social Sciences
College of Business & 
Legal Studies
College of  Christian 
Ministries & Religion
College of Education
College of Natural & 
Health Sciences
College of Behavioral & 
Social Sciences
College of Business & 
Legal Studies
College of Christian 
Ministries & Religion
College of Education
Florida – 2,747
Georgia – 128
Washington – 92
Pennsylvania – 71
New York – 62
Virginia – 55
New Jersey – 44
North Carolina – 44
Michigan – 41
South Carolina – 39
Alabama – 38
California – 37
3,436 Undergraduate 
Students**
398 Graduate
Students*
TOTAL ENROLLMENT
ENROLLMENT BY COLLEGE (UNDERGRADUATE/GRADUATE)
542
293
572
725
436
292
73
91
105
126
3,834
TOP 12 STATES BY 
ENROLLMENT 
118 INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENTS FROM 47 
COUNTRIES
SEU FAST FACTS
*  Includes three non-degree 
seeking students.
**  Includes 576 students in the 
following categories: The 
Academy, dual enrolled, 
non-degree, or undeclared.
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“Since graduating in 2010 with a B.S. 
in theatre, God has taken me on a wild 
adventure,” said AJ LEASE. 
AJ’s wild journey began in the fall of 2009, 
after he stood up during one of the chapel 
services at Southeastern and said that his 
dream was to become a Broadway producer. 
In preparation, AJ spent countless hours 
in the library, exploring truth in theatre 
by reading and studying musical theatre 
history. He also learned the significance of 
communicating a story and bringing it to 
life, through performing at Hennesy Plaza, 
Johnson Chapel, Bush Chapel, or in Tuscana 
on campus — all skills he still uses today. 
“The time I spent in the SEU theatre 
department shaped my passion for theatre 
and showed me that I wanted to always 
explore the truth in my life. I discovered 
that another place to hear the exploration 
of truth was in the theatre,” said AJ. 
The summer after he graduated, his dream 
and passion for theatre seemed to fall 
into place as he interned for the second-
largest producing company of Broadway, 
Nederlander Producing Company of 
America in New York City. 
“My music and theatre teachers saw my 
potential, and encouraged me to study 
theatre history more intently and find 
opportunities to shape my passion. It was 
because of this encouragement that I 
had the confidence to apply to intern at 
[Nederlander],” said AJ. 
His mentor and supervisor during his 
internship was Kathleen Raitt, the 
Tony-nominated producer of The Scarlet 
Pimpernel, The Civil War, and Bonnie and 
Clyde. He also had the opportunity to 
shadow the house managers at The Lion 
King, Harry Connick Jr. on Broadway, and 
Wicked, and meet with Broadway composers 
Frank Wildhorn and Paul Gordon. 
Most of AJ’s nights were composed of 
working as an ambassador for Audience 
Rewards on Broadway in nine of the 
Broadway Theatre lobbies. He also attended 
workshops on producing, where he learned 
that he actually did not like producing.
During his time shadowing and pursuing 
theatre, AJ began to feel God changing his 
heart.
One Sunday, he purchased a rush ticket for 
the production of Sondheim on Sondheim. 
It was during the show that AJ felt God 
leading him in another direction. 
“In the middle of the show, Sondheim 
was asked a question about his inspiration 
in life. He said it was his teachers that had 
made all of the difference. In that moment, 
I felt the Holy Spirit working on me and 
leading me toward teaching,” said AJ.
AJ had already applied and been accepted 
into the MA Theatre program at Regent 
University when he felt led to a different 
program that would equip him to teach at 
a college level, an MFA in theatre. 
“I called Regent and said that I would like 
to defer my MA for a year, and that I was 
AJ LEASE:
FINDING TRUTH IN THEATRE
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going to audition for the MFA program the 
next year as well. I received a call two days 
later saying that a male had dropped from the 
program and they wondered if I would like 
to fly down to audition for the spot,” he said. 
AJ flew down to Virginia Beach, VA, to 
audition for the spot and was accepted into 
the program. Even though he moved to 
Virginia to pursue his degree, he traveled 
to New York any chance he got to shadow 
other Broadway house managers, including 
21-time Tony Award winner Harold Prince. 
In the three years that AJ spent training for 
the MFA, he acted and directed various 
productions at the university and at a local 
family theatre. He graduated from Regent 
University in 2013 and was awarded 
Outstanding Graduate Student in the MFA 
acting program.
In the midst of his professional and 
educational career, AJ married his 
Southeastern sweetheart, MEGAN 
(HARTMAN) LEASE ’10. The couple 
began dating in 2007 and married in 
November of 2011. After marrying, Megan 
got a job teaching English at a homeschool 
enrichment program in Virginia Beach. 
She went on to get her MA in English at 
Boston College, where she was awarded 
a writing and teaching fellowship. The 
couple then moved to New England so 
Megan could pursue her MA degree. 
Since then, AJ has seen many doors open 
for him as a teacher. He currently works at 
Lexington Christian Academy as the office 
manager of auxiliary programs, in charge 
of clubs, building rentals, summer camps, 
and also as the production assistant for the 
theatre department. He is in charge of the 
props used on stage, the decorations for the 
sets, directing one show a year, training the 
backstage crew and managers, and assistant 
directing the annual musical. 
In the time that he has worked at 
Lexington Christian Academy, AJ’s job 
title has evolved. He also began serving as 
the resident life director for the boarding 
program. He and his wife are dorm parents 
to 15 students from China, one student 
from Nigeria, and one student from Korea. 
“The wild adventure as a resident director is 
that each day holds its own challenges and 
rewards. It’s fascinating to learn about each 
culture. Not all of the students are believers, 
which leads to an amazing witnessing 
opportunity. The exciting thing is that it’s 
a mission field [right before us], as most of 
the students have probably never heard the 
Gospel before. God has definitely placed us 
in this place for such a time as this,” said AJ. 
Outside of working at the academy, AJ was 
also hired to teach a few online classes for 
Regent University’s MA Theatre program. 
This past year, he has taught Dramaturgy 
and a dream of his, the History and 
Criticism of the American Musical. 
Although AJ isn’t doing what he had 
originally planned for his life, he continues 
to keep his relationship with God at the 
center of his life, as he continues to impact 
the students that he teaches and mentors. 
“The theatre may truly be a place besides 
the church where people go to hear the 
truth. It’s my mission to make sure that truth 
points directly to Jesus Christ,” he said.
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SEU FOOTBALL
SEASON ONE
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FINDING THE 
EXTRAORDINARY
Do you have any extraordinary women in your life? JENI MOLITOR ’11 and SARAH 
WOESCH ’10 trekked across the United States to interview various individuals about 
extraordinary women in their lives.
Jeni and Sarah’s quest for extraordinary women began in Michigan, Jeni’s home state, and 
trailed down to where the two graduated from in Lakeland, FL. As they travelled throughout 
various states, they interviewed many women they found to be extraordinary for their TV 
show, Jeni: Seeking the Extraordinary.
“It was inspiring to meet women who had a story to tell.  And knowing that these stories will 
relate to, encourage, inspire, and help women who watch this show – now that is powerful,” 
said Sarah.
Jeni: Seeking the Extraordinary was inspired by a devotional Jeni wrote, From Ordinary Girls to 
Extraordinary Women. The devotional includes letters from successful, godly women about the 
struggles they encountered when they were young and incorporates such topics as choices, 
relationships, power of words, and many more. 
(continued on page 40)
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(continued from page 38)
“About three years ago, I felt the Lord tug on my heart, and He prompted 
me to write the 12-week devotional for middle and high school-aged girls. 
Its intent was to give the girls hope, and show that God can take the ordinary 
and make them extraordinary,” said Jeni.
For each week of the devotional, the young women view a short teaching 
video about the topic, discuss extraordinary women of the Bible who represent 
the topic, do a hands-on activity that pertains to the week’s theme, and read a 
letter written by an extraordinary woman. 
“TV was always something we talked about, but it wasn’t until after the 
devotional that I felt like it was the right time to do it,” said Jeni. She decided 
to base the TV show off of a similar style to what her brother, CHRIS 
MOLITOR ’07, did when he hosted his reality-style TV show TheDrivetv. 
Each of Jeni’s episodes includes fun activities, food segments, and an interview 
with extraordinary women. 
When Jeni decided to do the TV show, she called up her close college friend, 
Sarah, who was living in Springdale, AR, to see if she would want to help 
her host the show. Their friendship began when the two met in 2007 at 
Southeastern and developed while they played on the SEU women’s basketball 
team together. Sarah was on board to do the show from the beginning and 
was able to take off from work at Therapon Skin Health. Some of Sarah’s 
favorite parts about being on the show were the unexpected moments they 
encountered.
“The most inspiring part about being part of this TV program has been the 
unexpected moments that tell you what you are doing is for a real and much-
needed purpose. I can’t tell you how many times we had a set schedule for the 
day, and by the end of the day our schedule had been so turned around we 
could hardly recognize it anymore. And through those unplanned moments 
and unexpected people, we found that God had His own plan in mind,” said 
Sarah.
The first episode of their show premiered on October 5, 2014, on the NRB 
(National Religious Broadcasters) network. Various national and international 
networks picked up their program, including CNLTV in Russia and Ukraine, 
Australia Christian Channel, YES TV in Canada, and many more.
“My desire through this show is to reach young women around the world 
with a positive message, to give them hope and help them understand their 
purpose and calling,” said Jeni.
Jeni’s quest for extraordinary is just beginning. In January she reunited with 
another SEU alumna, CASEY (JENSEN) COLE ’11 and former SEU student 
WHITNEY (WAINWRIGHT) MOLITOR to film season two and continue 
seeking the extraordinary as they travel from Michigan to Louisiana and Texas.
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“MY DESIRE THROUGH THIS SHOW IS TO REACH YOUNG WOMEN 
AROUND THE WORLD WITH A POSITIVE MESSAGE, TO GIVE THEM 
HOPE AND HELP THEM UNDERSTAND THEIR PURPOSE AND CALLING.” 
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Jordan Elizabeth&
For these two alumni, working in the vibrant, fast-
paced streets of New York City is a dream come true, 
but not without its challenges. Despite the dog-eat-dog 
mentality that governs the New York market, JORDAN 
’09 and ELIZABETH (PERMENTER) SHEA ’10 have 
found fulfillment in their ability to provide their clients 
with two vital provisions — housing and employment.
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“To truthfully serve people in that regard and guide them on their path is a 
big honor. To be entrusted in that level of their life is something that you can’t 
really take lightly,” said Jordan. 
Jordan and Elizabeth currently live in New York City with their lovable dog, 
Bernice, and celebrated their first wedding anniversary on December 28.
The couple met while attending a mutual friend from Southeastern’s birthday 
party at Applebee’s. During the evening, Jordan and Elizabeth sat next to each 
other and soon found their conversations going sour, leading Jordan to get up 
from his seat and leave the restaurant on bitter terms. The two didn’t interact 
for a few years. 
Following their graduations from Southeastern, Jordan and Elizabeth went 
their separate ways. Elizabeth held teaching jobs in Tampa, did graphic design 
work in Georgia and then worked for an IT consulting firm in Chicago, IL. 
Jordan continued to reside in Lakeland and worked as a security guard for 
Southeastern on its night-shift rotation.
In hopes of landing a job, Jordan took 10 days in order to search the most 
plentiful job market at the time, New York City. On the last day of this quest, a 
Starbucks manager missed an appointment to interview him, leaving him with 
enough time to search Craigslist for another potential posting. He noticed a 
job that sounded promising, and, despite the fact that the ad stated that no 
phone calls were to be made, he called, spoke with the VP for whom he would 
be working, and hopped in an uptown cab to make it to the impromptu 
interview. 
An hour later, he had the job working as an assistant at Douglas Elliman Real 
Estate, which is now the number-one real estate brokerage in New York. His 
current position on the Eklund Gomes Team affords him the opportunity to 
film for Million Dollar Listing New York and to support clientele ranging from 
the foreign investor to the famous socialite.
After his move to New York, Jordan and Elizabeth started talking again. 
Their relationship started after she made a snarky comment about Jordan 
on Facebook, a few years after the restaurant incident. From there, their 
relationship blossomed, and a year later the couple got engaged in downtown 
New York City. 
Elizabeth was still working in Chicago when the two were married and 
made trips back and forth from Chicago to New York. She joined Jordan in 
February of 2014 and soon after started working as a staffing manager for 
a Robert Half company. As a staffing manager, Elizabeth is responsible for 
providing her clients with the best employees available. Her position requires 
ongoing business development strategy to ensure her office maintains a large 
market share in one of the most competitive staffing industries in the country. 
In addition, she serves as a full-cycle recruiter and must be vigilant in securing 
the top talent for the businesses she partners with.
“Honesty is not always regarded as the best policy in sales, 
but I’ve found that my full-disclosure approach on both 
the candidate and client side has contributed to some of 
my most successful placements,” said Elizabeth. 
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“Honesty is not always regarded as the best 
policy in sales, but I’ve found that my full-
disclosure approach on both the candidate 
and client side has contributed to some 
of my most successful placements,” said 
Elizabeth.
In very cutthroat industries, Jordan and 
Elizabeth have found the importance of 
honesty and being sound boards for each 
other. 
“It is a daily process; there is a lot of turmoil 
in the end of the day. Approaching things, 
we appreciate each other and are sounding 
boards for each other, being able to hold 
each other accountable. In everything we 
do, we try to live by example,” said Jordan.
Southeastern recently caught up with and 
had the opportunity to sit down and 
interview Jordan and Elizabeth in New 
York City.
What is the most rewarding thing 
about your job?
 
J – Where you work and where you live are 
two of the most important decisions you 
will make. Elizabeth and I are in unique 
positions to be able to help assist people 
finalize these two priorities in their lives. 
I help people find a place to call home, a 
place in which they will live their lives. 
Elizabeth is able to help people find the 
work they need in order to secure that 
home and their family’s financial stability. 
We feel like we are able to change lives 
every single day.
 
E – A candidate called me in tears this 
afternoon after her full-time offer was 
finalized. After providing reception 
coverage for a few of my clients, I’d been 
able to leverage her solid short-term 
performance into a permanent position 
at a prestigious fashion nonprofit. She was 
overcome with gratitude!
Elizabeth, expound on that last 
comment a bit more.
 
E – This candidate needed a specific 
schedule that would accommodate her 
ability to get her daughter to and from 
school. An ideal placement is multi-
faceted and requires that I incorporate the 
candidate’s location, schedule, and salary 
requirements. I negotiated for a salary that 
was in line with market conditions and 
ultimately more money than she’d ever 
made in her life. She told me later that it 
takes a village to raise a child and that I’d 
have a place in her village forever.
  
 
Was there a faculty member or class 
in particular that stuck out to you and 
was impressionable on your life while 
at Southeastern?
J – Out of all the instructors at SEU, 
Peter [Althouse] and Robbie [Waddell] 
have had the greatest impact on the 
person that I have become, in ways 
educational, personal, and unquantifiable. 
I am ever grateful to have been on a 
concurrent journey with them, to have 
listened and to have seen. Theirs was the 
speckle of light in the darkness of my 
walkabout, the seed planted beneath the 
fallow ground. But that’s all bologna. The 
truth is that I had and continue to have a 
great affection for them, a kinship which 
isn’t easy to understand except through 
experience, a connection that exceeds 
the normal bounds of education into a 
realm beautiful, human and spiritual... So 
yeah, those two.
 
E – Introduction to Literature with 
Alisa DeBorde. She incorporates her 
faith statement into her teaching and 
curriculum ardently, making it appear an 
effortless caveat to the material. After this 
class, I declared myself an English major, 
and year after year Alisa taught me how to 
employ more persuasive writing strategy, 
how to break prose apart and piece it back 
together, to effectively problem solve. As a 
result, I write the best emails of anyone in 
my branch! (laughs)
Your college experience helps shape who you are 
and your character going into the workplace.
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In all seriousness, I appreciated the 
transparency she afforded her students. I 
could approach her with writer’s block 
and spiritual hardships alike. She never 
met my admissions with judgment 
and was a fount of wisdom during our 
dialogues. 
 
What advice would you give other 
young alumni starting their career?
 
E – Working in a staffing firm offers me 
intel on what companies are looking 
for today. I have several suggestions that 
I believe will help young alumni be 
successful in their initial job search. I always 
tell my candidates, “No assignment is too 
small.” 
Every job provides an opportunity to 
add new skill-sets to your resume and 
network within a company. Achieve 
this by making yourself accessible to 
departments that you’re interested in and 
consistently seeking new ways to add 
value. Don’t be afraid to ask questions 
or voice new ideas, and steer clear of 
walking into a new position with an air 
of entitlement. 
Most importantly, bathe your decision in 
prayer. You want to be right where God 
wants you to be.
As an alum, what would you recommend 
to students who may be reading this 
article?
 
J – Internships are critical. Do as many as 
you can. The classroom teaches someone 
the theories of business, etc. Internships 
allow you the opportunity to apply those 
theories and gain a real-world feel for the 
career you’ve selected. Experience as much 
as possible about what’s out there.
 If there was one thing that I could impress 
on students it would be this: students 
should aspire to big things but be willing 
to do the little things required to get there.
 
(Elizabeth quickly adds…)
 
E – The average millennial will have 15-20 
jobs throughout their working life. Keep 
in mind that your first job is often just an 
opportunity to gain experience you can 
leverage into your next role. Hone in on 
opportunities that will provide you that 
upward mobility potential. 
 
 
What would you advise to those who 
are overwhelmed with what to do 
next regarding a career?
 
J – You are only three or four jobs away from 
the one you want.  Set your trajectory and 
be strategic toward achieving your goals. 
Do the little things. Do the hard work.
Do you see mistakes with people trying 
to make a career advancement or change?
 
E – For the first time in several years, 
companies are creating a substantial number 
of new jobs, and job-seekers have options! 
When looking to make a transition, you hone 
in on compensation structure and the benefits 
provided; also consider things like company 
culture and potential for advancement. This 
is a candidate-driven marketplace that you 
should use to your full advantage!
 
Any last words of advice?
 
J – Your college experience helps shape 
who you are and who you will be 
for the rest of your life. Don’t spend 
this time hanging out at the Beacon 
Starbucks or in front of a television. 
Do something. Do anything. Try. Fail. 
Try again. Life is too short to be afraid. 
When in doubt, jump!
E – Your college degree demonstrates 
commitment and discipline. When you 
land a job, take ownership of your place in 
the company. Show up to work on time. 
Don’t use sick time just to use it. Take 
pride in your work and dependability.
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DR. KEN ARCHER, professor of 
theology, has been awarded the first CCMR 
Faculty Course Release Initiative for the 
Spring 2015 term. He will be working on 
his address as the president of the Society 
of Pentecostal Studies, an article for the 
Pneuma journal, and co-editing a volume on 
Pentecostal Hermeneutics. 
BRIAN BLUME, instructor of 
percussion, had two arrangements for 
marimba and vibraphone duet, “Gretchen 
at the Spinning Wheel” and “Let it Snow,” 
released by Tapspace Publications. 
DR. SHUDONG BRAAMSE, associate 
professor of music, was invited as the voice 
faculty and guest artist at the Alion Baltic 
International Music Festival 2014 in Tallinn, 
Estonia, this past summer.
DR. AMY BRATTEN, associate dean 
of the College of Education, has been asked 
to serve as a consultant to validate test items 
for the Professional Educators Exam for the 
Florida Teacher Certification Exam required 
by the Florida Department of Education. 
DR. BRIAN CARROLL ’06, ’07 
MBA, executive vice president, had an article 
accepted for publication in Servant Leadership: 
Theory and Practice, a peer-reviewed journal. 
The article is titled “Servant Leadership: A 
Cross Cultural Study Between Anglo and 
Asian Societal Clusters.”
DR. JOE CHILDS, dean of the College 
of Business and Legal Studies, was appointed 
by the Supreme Court of Florida to serve 
a three-year term on the Tenth Circuit 
Unlicensed Practice of Law Committee. 
DR. CRAIG COLLINS, dean of the 
College of Arts and Media, was presented the 
2014 ACE of Hearts Award by the Florida 
Alliance for Arts Education (FAAE) in Orlando, FL. 
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DR. CHRISTINE CORBETT, (not 
pictured) associate professor of children and 
family ministries, was recently elected to 
the board of directors on the International 
Network of Children’s Ministry. This is 
the largest organization of its kind in the 
world and coordinates efforts of children’s 
ministry with a wide range of Christian 
denominations and para-church ministries.
PAUL CORRIGAN ’07, assistant 
professor of English, published a scholarly 
article in the most recent issue of the journal 
Reader. The article is titled “Attending 
to the Act of Reading: Critical Reading, 
Contemplative Reading, and Active Reading.” 
He also published a blog, “Students Are 
Horrible in Every Way,” in The Chronicle of 
Higher Education. 
DR. ROBERT CROSBY ’80, professor 
of religion, wrote the cover article for the 
inaugural issue of a new AG publication (Vital 
Magazine) on “The Church of Tomorrow.” He 
also had an article on “Teaming Leaders: The 
Kind Millennials Want to Follow” published 
in Outreach Magazine. 
DR. JOE DAVIS, professor of religion, 
has been widely recognized for his direction 
of Anchor House, a transitional home for 
challenged youth in Auburndale, FL, as the 
new executive director. 
DR. JANET DECK ’84, associate 
professor of education, was invited to serve 
on the committee to validate the new test 
items for the General Knowledge Test, reading 
subtest, for the Florida Teacher Certification 
Exam required by the Florida Department of 
Education.
DR. DANIEL GORDON, professor of 
choral music education, recently conducted a 
high school choir festival at State University 
of New York, College at Fredonia. His 
arrangement of “God Bless America” was 
performed by the Concert Choir of  Vanderbilt 
University in Nashville, TN.
DR. MICHAEL HAMMOND, chair of 
department of history, legal and leadership 
studies, completed work as contributor and 
chapter editor for American Yawp, a new 
American history textbook. He wrote and 
edited content for the chapter, “The Recent 
Past.” Dr. Hammond also began serving as 
one of the co-editors of Religion in American 
History, an online journal that publishes daily 
contributions in religious studies and history 
from academic contributors around the 
world. He also traveled to El Salvador and 
taught a one-week intensive course on Latin 
American history to a cohort of Vanguard 
University students. This was part of a new 
partnership among Southeastern, Vanguard, 
Wheaton College, and ENLACE — a 
faith-based nongovernmental community 
development organization affiliated with the 
Assemblies of God. 
DR. CHARLES HULIN, chair of the 
department of music, presented a lecture/
demonstration for the annual conference of 
the Florida State Music Teachers Association 
titled “In the Parlor,” in which he surveyed 
the piano repertoire played in the parlors of 
the Antebellum South and highlighted its 
usefulness for today’s piano studios. He also 
shared music from “Pilgrimage of Practice,” 
his original class piano curriculum composed 
for students at Southeastern, during a week 
of study sponsored by Historic Scotland and 
the Iona Community at the Iona Abby in 
Scotland.
DR. PATTY LEBLANC, professor of 
education, reviewed and evaluated 25 papers 
submitted for presentation at the 2015 annual 
conference of the American Educational 
Research Association, the premier research 
society in education.      
DR. CAMERON McNABB, assistant 
professor of English, organized and chaired a 
panel on “Staging Disability” and participated 
on a roundtable on “Disability Studies and 
Digital Humanities” at the International 
Congress on Medieval Studies this past year. 
She also had articles published in Early Theatre, 
Salon, and Studies in Philology. 
DR. FREDRIC ROHM, assistant 
professor of management, had his article, “Eagle 
Scouts and Servant Leadership,” accepted for 
publication in the Servant Leadership Theory and 
Practice Journal. 
DR. ERICA SIRRINE, associate 
professor of social work, was selected by 
Professional Education Systems Inc. to provide 
six-hour continuing education seminars on 
childhood grief to mental health practitioners 
throughout the United States. Her seminar on 
childhood grief is one of the first on this topic 
to be provided at various locations throughout 
the country by a continuing education 
provider.
DR. ALAN SNYDER, professor of history, 
interviewed Ronald Reagan’s former pastor, 
Rev. Don Moomaw, for a collaborative book 
he is working on with DR. ROBERT 
CROSBY ’80 professor of religion, on 
spiritual advisors to presidents. He is also 
working on a proposed book, with the help 
of Rev. Walter Hooper, C.S. Lewis’ private 
secretary, on the influence of C.S. Lewis on 
Americans.  
DR. ROBBY WADDELL, professor of 
New Testament and early Christian literature, 
and        DR. PETER ALTHOUSE, professor 
of religion and theology, were selected as 
the new co-editors of Pneuma: The Journal of 
the Society for Pentecostal Studies. Dr. Waddell 
was also selected to be a Research Fellow 
at the Centre for Pentecostal Theology in 
Cleveland, TN.
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HERBERT ’55 and LANELLE BOLEYN ’55
GARY GILPIN ’77MICHAEL FISHER ’81
BOBBY COLVIN ’68 JIM WELLBORN ’73
HERBERT ’55 and LANELLE 
BOLEYN ’55 are currently serving 
in Alabama, where they are involved at 
their local church, Lovehill AG. Lanelle 
plays piano for the church, a local singing 
group, and a local senior center.
DAVID LEE ’59 received recognition 
by the PenFlorida Assemblies of God for 
50 years of ordained ministry this past 
May. He is still an active media ministries 
missionary serving with his wife, Jimmie 
Ruth, in Cuba, Ecuador, and Liberia.
JERRY ’66 and ALTHA 
(CHAPPELEAR) WOOTEN ’60 
celebrated their 52nd anniversary on June 24.
BOBBY COLVIN ’68 celebrated 45 
years of marriage to his wife, Sharon. They 
own a mango and fruit grove in Pahokee, 
FL. They attend the local Methodist 
Church and conduct a weekly Bible 
study in their home titled, “World Events 
and Bible Prophecy.” Sharon’s father is 
LEONARD CUTTS ’53.
SUSAN (HAWKINS) PRINCE 
’71 was a teacher from 1971 until 2011 in 
Greenville, SC, and in Asunción, Paraguay.
PHILLIP MILES ’72 is the founding 
and senior pastor of Christ Community 
Church in Conway, SC. He is also 
the chairman of Evangel Fellowship 
International, which has 120 churches 
and 37 full-time missionaries. With 
his father, they have helped plant 50 
churches in Russia.
JIM WELLBORN ’73 and his 
wife, Linda, have served as missionaries 
travelling to 63 countries in the past 26 
years. In July, they began serving with 
Builder’s International. Linda also serves as 
the Director of Institutional Effectiveness 
and Accreditation Liaison Officer at 
Evangel University in Springfield, MO.
JIM ’75 and BRENDA 
(JOHNSON) DICKEY ’72 have 
been missionaries to Japan since 1979 and 
serve as the MK Educational Consultant, 
founding board members of Asian 
Educational Resource Consortium in 
Chian Mai, Thailand.
GARY GILPIN ’77 has pastored 
Aldenville Baptist Church in Aldenville, 
PA, for the past 14 years.
JERRY ’78 and MARY ANN 
(DUBOSE) CANNON ’79 are 
both retired ministers, and Mary Ann is 
a retired RN. They currently reside in 
Columbia, SC.
ALAN ’80 and CHRISTINE 
(BROWN) PATZ ’80 celebrated 34 
years of marriage. Their daughter Annie 
was married in March. Alan serves as the 
pastor of Garden City United Methodist 
Church in Jacksonville, FL. 
MICHAEL FISHER ’81 is the 
associate music director at The Caring 
Place, formerly Calvary Temple, in 
Indianapolis, IN. He has worked there 
since 1991.
PHILLIP MILES ’72
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SARAH (HODUM) YATES ’93
REBECCA (LETT) DAYE ’86 
is the lead elementary teacher at the 
Monarch School for autistic children in 
Lakeland, FL.
JOHN KANAREK ’86 and his wife, 
Cheryl, are involved with street ministry 
in Cudahy, WI.
SUSAN (SISK) VLAHOS ’86 
and her husband, Nicholas, are pastoring 
at New Life Foursquare Church in 
Easleu/Greenville, SC. They have three 
children.
CYNDI (ALLEN) DRAKE ’89 
married her husband, Jim, in March of 
1992 and they have lived in Lakeland, 
FL, since she graduated. They have two 
daughters, Danae, attending University 
of West Florida, and Audra, a freshman 
at Southeastern. Jim works in the 
maintenance department at Lakeland 
Christian School and is a trustee at their 
church, Willow Oak AG in Mulberry, FL. 
Cyndi is currently teaching English online 
to foreign learners from France, Spain, 
Russia, China, and various other countries.
WALTER ’89 and SHARON 
(EVENSEN) PAGE ’90 are living 
in Lakeland, FL, and are actively involved 
in their church, First Baptist Church in 
Lakeland. Sharon is teaching kindergarten 
in Lakeland and Walter is the managing 
partner of SIG Insurance Agency in Winter 
Haven, FL. They have three children.
MICHAEL WRENN ’92 had his 
book God’s Addiction Recovery Plan: The 
Biblical Path to Freedom published by 
Crossbooks Publishing. In his book he 
gives his testimony of how God delivered 
him from drug and alcohol addiction.
SARAH (HODUM) YATES ’93 
is a member of SEU’s first Doctor of 
Education cohort. Sarah and her husband, 
Derek, live in Durant, FL. Their oldest 
daughter, Bethany, is an undergrad student 
at SEU. Sarah currently homeschools their 
three younger children during the day 
and teaches evening courses as an adjunct 
faculty member at a local community 
college. While earning her EdD in 
Curriculum and Instruction, Sarah will 
be serving at Southeastern as a Doctoral 
Graduate Research Assistant.
SHEREE (STEBBINS) PAYNE 
’97 gave birth to their first child, a son, 
in November with her husband Jeremy. 
Since graduation, Sheree graduated with 
a master’s degree in criminal justice 
from University of Central Florida and 
obtained a FDLE (Florida Department of 
Law Enforcement) Analyst Certification 
and Geographic Profiling Analyst 
Certification. For the past eight years, she 
has worked with local, state and federal 
law enforcement agencies in the criminal 
intelligence field.
PETER CAFARELLI ’98 released 
his first book of poetry, Words Just Words: 
Psalms of Reclamation, on November 8. 
The poems reflect his struggle to regain 
his identity and become whole again. He 
CYNDI (ALLEN) DRAKE ’89
WALTER ’89 and 
SHARON (EVENSEN) PAGE ’90
MICHAEL WRENN ’92
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NICK ’01 and LESLIE (SHEPPARD) JONES ’01
JESSICA (BAILEY) RINER ’00
LINDSEY YATES ’05
currently resides in Lakeland, FL, with his 
two boys and manages his own electronics 
installation business, Hotwired Installs.
JESSICA (BAILEY) RINER 
’00 and her husband, Ken, serve as 
missionaries with Mission of God 
Ministries in Macon, GA. Jessica is the 
missions director and leads young adults 
on missions journeys across America and 
around the world.
JADA (BROWN) VITALE ’00 is 
heading back to school in 2015, in pursuit 
of a CPA (Certified Public Accountant) 
license. She and her husband, Richard, live 
in Salamanca, NY, with their four children.
NICK ’01 and LESLIE 
(SHEPPARD) JONES ’01 live in 
Rome, Georgia, with their two children, 
Jada and Sydney, where they serve as the 
lead pastors of First Assembly. Nick is a 
recent graduate of the National Institute 
of Christian Leadership taught by Dr. 
Mark Rutland.
CHRISTINE (SARRELLS) 
MONTALVO ’02 married Victor in 
May of 2002. They have two children, 
Natalie and Justice. In January of 2008, 
they planted Reality Community Church 
in the Lake Mary/Sanford area, FL.
KEVIN O’BRIEN ’02 is the founder, 
president, producer, location scout, script 
supervisor, and cinematographer for Journey 
Box Media, a Lakeland-based company that 
makes and markets short films for churches 
worldwide. The company’s most popular 
video, Free, has sold over 5,000 copies, and 
their video, Mighty, has accumulated 185,000 
views on YouTube. 
JOSH HELMS ’04 recorded his 
first album with the multi-Grammy and 
Dove-winning producer of TobyMac and 
DC Talk, Pete Stewart. He recorded at 
the end of August and released his first 
EP in late October.
DONALD ’05 and SALLY 
(NEALE) RICHARDSON ’05 
have been retired for 16 years and are 
active participants of Southside Assembly 
of God in Lakeland, FL. Donald teaches 
the Radiant Life Bible Class at Southside 
and is a volunteer hospice chaplain for 
Good Shepherd Hospice in Lakeland.
CHRIS ’05 and LINDSEY 
(PETERSON) SEMKO ’07 are 
currently living in Lakeland, FL. Chris has 
worked for Floralawn, the largest landscape 
company in Polk County and the fastest 
growing maintenance company in Central 
Florida, for the past seven years. He is 
currently working in account management. 
Lindsey works for BioTrust Nutrition as 
an executive assistant to the owner and also 
works in the marketing program. 
LINDSEY YATES ’05 published 
his book, Behold the Man, Made a Little 
Lower Than the Angels, in September by 
Xulon Press. The book discusses the 
humanity of Jesus and how His humanity 
gives hope to follow in His steps, being 
submitted to Him as He was to the 
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JILL POPWELL ’08 CHRISTOPHER GRAHAM ’07
Father, and serving Him as He served 
the Father. Lindsey recently celebrated 
his 40th year at his State Farm insurance 
company in Winter Haven, FL. He is 
also a Bible teacher at Bell Shoals Baptist 
Church in Brandon, FL.
JOHN GUNNELLS ’06 has 
worked overseas as a teacher and education 
consultant for over five years. He is 
currently serving as the Connections 
Pastor at First Assembly of God in Rome, 
GA, while pursuing his master’s degree in 
education at Berry College.
DIANA (BUSBIN) MCCARLEY 
’06 is the aftercare program supervisor 
for Eckard’s Dallas Office in Dallas, TX. 
Eckard is a faith-based nonprofit whose 
mission is to provide and share solutions 
that promote the well-being of children 
and families in need of a second chance.
CHRISTOPHER GRAHAM 
’07 is a reporter for The Daytona Beach 
News Journal. In 2010, he was awarded 
The Malcolm Law Memorial Award for 
Investigative Reporting and the Florida 
Press Club Award for Investigative 
Writing in 2012. He is also the recipient 
of the Sunshine State Award from the 
Society of Professional Journalists for Best 
Community Reporting in 2013.
STEPHANIE (HYDE) 
BURNHAM ’08 married her best 
friend, Brad, in May 2013, and the couple 
is expecting their first child in April. After 
receiving her law degree from Georgia 
State University, she has been working 
as an assistant attorney general at the 
Georgia Attorney General’s Office.
JONATHAN DELUCIA ’08 
earned his doctorate in Osteopathic 
Medicine from A.T. Still University 
in Kirksville, MO, this past May. In 
July, he began his residency training 
in internal medicine at Seton Hall 
University of Health and Medical 
Sciences at Saint Michael’s Medical 
Center in Newark, NJ.
KELLORYN (DAYTON) 
KALWA ’08 married Chris Kalwa on 
June 29, 2013. She is currently an eighth-
grade history teacher at Stuart Middle 
School in Stuart, FL.
SHAWN LORRAINE ’08 is 
currently working on his master’s of divinity 
at Regent University in Virginia Beach, VA. 
He and his wife, Lilian, who is from Kenya, 
are working to start a ministry in Kenya to 
help families and children in need.
CRAIG MADDOX ’08 has 
represented the Gary South Shore 
RailCats in the American League since 
2011. His previous baseball career includes 
being signed as an under draft free agent 
by the Detroit Tigers and being picked up 
by the Atlanta Braves in 2009.
JILL POPWELL ’08 is the 
headmaster of two Crossroads Christian 
School campuses in Jacksonville and 
Fleming Island, FL. She specializes in 
educating students with special needs 
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and students who need extra help in the 
classroom. 
MICHELLE (HILLRIEGEL) 
TRINDADE ’08 MBA is the new 
vice president of GEICO’s competitive 
advantage leadership group located in 
Chevy Chase, MD. Michelle began her 
career at GEICO in 1997.
TRAVIS ’09 and JOAN 
(PASTRANA) ALVAREZ ’09 
are expecting their first child, a baby girl, 
Juliana Joelle Alvarez in February.
MARIE (AMES) CARGILL ’09 
has worked at NKHS, Northeast Kingdom 
Human Services, in Vermont, since she 
graduated. She works in the CRT program 
(Community Rehabilitation and Treatment), 
as the CRT team leader overseeing the 
team of case managers and Community 
Integration specialists. Megan also supervises 
the Transitional Housing program for 
individuals who are homeless and have a 
mental illness. She also has a caseload of 
about 12 high and low acuity clients that she 
helps maintain in the community.
RICHARD FELVER ’09 MBA 
was named the director of the Jonathan 
Edward Library at Berkshire Community 
College in Pittsfield, MA.
VICTORIA (REEVES) LLOYD 
’09 married Lieutenant Robert Lloyd 
on September 28, 2013. They are 
currently stationed in Kirtland Air Force 
Base in Albuquerque, NM. She works 
as a contract specialist for the Air Force 
Research Laboratory, purchasing research 
related to Directed Energy.
VALERIE SHERRER ’09 started 
her second year of medical school this 
past August at GA-PCOM, Georgia 
campus of Philadelphia College of 
Osteopathic Medicine, in Suwanee, 
GA. She started medical school in 
August 2013, after working on her 
master’s in Biomedical Sciences for two 
years at GA-PCOM.
REBECCA DICKERSON ’10 
married Cody Tessler on June 7, 2013, 
at Victory Church in Lakeland, FL. 
She is currently in her last year of 
pharmacy school at Lake Erie College 
of Osteopathic Medicine School of 
Pharmacy in Lake Erie, PA, and will 
graduate with her doctor of pharmacy 
degree in June 2015.
KEVIN KURIAN ’10 had the 
findings of his global studies published in 
Worship Leader magazine. His study at Fuller 
Theological Seminary in Pasadena, CA, 
involved asking worship leaders about how 
they as individuals prepared for worship 
leading, interacted with the congregation, 
and engaged in spiritual formation.
EMILY POTTS ’10 is an online 
marketing manager at Unpakt in New 
York City, NY. Unpakt is a startup 
company located in Union Square and 
is the only online comparison website 
for moving companies. Since graduating 
in 2010, she has served on the Board 
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of Directors for the Central West Coast 
Chapter of the Florida Public Relations 
Association as the director of social 
media from 2012-2013. In 2012, she 
won an Award of Distinction from 
FPRA for her marketing campaign, Live 
Your Life, which she developed with 
her other marketing colleague. She’s also 
an active volunteer for the Salvation 
Army and a supporter of the Joey 
Powers Leukemia Project.
LAUREN KASMAR ’11 is 
attending medical school at Nova 
Southeastern in their D.O. program. 
She met her fiancé while attending 
there, and they are set to be married on 
May 9, 2015. During Lauren’s second 
year of medical school, she returned to 
Southeastern to do a lecture on “How 
to Get into Medical Programs.”
MALLORY (MUMBAUER) 
THOMPSON ’11 is a third-grade 
teacher at Wendell Watson Elementary 
in Lakeland, FL. She married Travis in 
2012 and they celebrated their second 
anniversary in August.
TORI THOMPSON ’11 will be 
heading overseas for an 11-month World 
Race missions trip. In 11 months, she will 
travel to 11 different countries, including
Thailand, Lesotho, China, Guatemala, and 
many more.
JAMIE ANASTASIO ’12 is a 
licensed social worker in New Jersey. 
After graduation, she completed her 
master’s from Columbia University. 
She is currently working towards 
her LCSW (Licensed Clinical Social 
Worker) in pursuit of anti-human 
trafficking work domestically and 
internationally.
CIARA CARTER ’12 works as an 
AAU and Youth Basketball of America 
referee at the Auburndale Rec Center 
and several locations in Orlando. She 
is also the kitting associate at Publix 
Printing Services in Lakeland, FL.
MOLLY HALL ’13 joined YWAM 
(Youth With A Mission) in Maui, HI, 
after graduation. She spent three months 
with YWAM doing evangelism in China. 
She is currently working at her church, 
Lakewood Ranch Baptist Church, in 
Sarasota, FL, as a preschool teacher.
JEFFREY ’13 and ALEXIS 
(MARRERO) KORATICH ’13 
were married on December 15, 2013, 
in Miami, FL. Alexis is attending law 
school at Florida International University 
College of Law this fall and currently 
works at a top international law firm in 
Miami. Jeffrey is the accounting supervisor 
at Affinity Management, a property 
management company in Miami.
CALIB ’13 and KAYLA (LUND) 
TURNER ’11, ’13 MAML  were 
married on October 16, 2014. Kayla 
works for the CCMR at Southeastern 
University as a teaching adjunct, 
coordinating extension site practicums, 
coordinating the One Mission Outreach 
DR. JORGE GAUTIER
DR. DAVID BOYD DR. MICHAEL DUSING
Student Ministry, and working as an academic 
advisor. She will be pursuing an MA in 
biblical studies at Asbury Seminary in the fall. 
Calib is the residential director of Destino 
Hall at Southeastern.
MATTHEW CHENOWETH ’14 
earned a post-baccalaureate position 
researching malaria at the National Institutes 
of Health in Bethesda, MD. 
LIZ COLBURN ’14 is the media relations 
director for Natalie’s Orange Juice Company 
in Fort Pierce, FL. 
ANDREW KASMAR ’14 is an audit 
associate at KPMG and his job entails 
handling much of the individual audit 
test work, involving the application of 
substantive procedures and test of controls. 
Often his day-to-day tasks go far beyond 
the usual suspect tasks of an accountant, 
conducting manufacturing walk throughs 
and conducting inventory counts (ranging 
from chemical manufacturing to high-end 
imported vehicles).
IN MEMORIAM
DR. DAVID BOYD, former faculty member, passed away 
on August 19, 2014. Dr. Boyd worked at Southeastern for 
more than 15 years, beginning in August of 1992 as an adjunct 
instructor. He was hired full-time the following semester as a 
professor in the Behavioral and Social Sciences department, 
until he retired in 2005. Dr. Boyd also held the positions of 
coordinator of student services and academic advisor in the 
continuing and adult education department until June 2006.
MARTY CARTER ’94 passed away on June 29, after battling 
cancer for two years. Marty pastored in Ypsilanti, MI, for the 
past 14 years. His legacy lives on through his wife, BONNIE 
(DALABA) ’89, and the congregation he pastored.
LINDA (NEWTON) DANA ’98 passed away on June 15, 
2014. She leaves behind her daughter, Breanna; parents, George 
and Sheila Newton; sisters, Lesley Kennedy, Elizabeth Jones, 
Sandi Sedore, and their husbands; as well as a loving extended 
family and friends.
DR. MICHAEL DUSING, former faculty and adjunct 
professor of theology, passed away on December 27,  2014. Through 
his teaching at Southeastern, Dr. Dusing influenced thousands of 
students now serving God throughout the nation and around the 
world. Later, as a senior administrator, vice president for academic 
affairs, he provided years of stability and direction for Trinity Bible 
College during a critical period of its history. His many long, hard 
years of service were underwritten by a consistent life of loving 
obedience to Christ. Dr. Dusing is survived by his wife, Ruth, and 
their daughter, Torie.
DR. JORGE GAUTIER ’80 passed away on December 8, 
2014. Dr. Gautier served as a faculty member at Southeastern 
from 1993 until 2005. He later worked as area and curriculum 
coordinator in the Hispanic Leadership Center at Southeastern 
from January 2013 to March 2014.
DAVID KILGUS ’78 passed away on September 2, 
2013, in Shandon, OH. He leaves behind his wife WILDA 
(MOREHOUSE) ’78.
JASON SHEDD ’01 passed away on February 19, 2013, 
after six years of battling with melanoma. While fighting with 
cancer, he worked as a sports reporter in Colorado. His legacy 
lives on through his wife, KELLY (KITTERMAN) ’01 and their 
three children: Thea, Destin, and Owen.
DR. DAVID SMITH, assistant professor of English and cherished 
faculty member, passed away on December 11, 2014. Dr. Smith 
served at Southeastern for five years. He is survived by his wife of 30 
years, Beverly; their two grown sons, Christopher and Coleman; and 
the many colleagues and students whose lives he impacted.
DR. JORGE GAUTIER DR. DAVID SMITH
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PERSPECTIVE
From where I sit, I’m reminded of Dr. Seuss 
who said, “If things start happening, don’t 
worry. Don’t stew. Just go right along and 
you’ll start happening too.”
I’ve always felt a call on my life to serve God. 
Growing up in a Christian home, I was  a 
youth leader, Sunday school teacher, and a 
nursery worker. When I married my husband, 
Larry, I joined his ministry in music, and later 
as associate pastors. All the while we were 
continuing our education. 
It felt disjointed to be called into ministry 
while pursuing an education in science, and 
more than once I doubted the path. It also 
took longer with two little girls at home, and 
at times I thought I’d never finish. But then 
God has never told me to “hurry up.”  He’s 
always just whispered, “Steady.”
In 1986, Larry went to Southeastern 
University as a professor, fully confident he 
was in the middle of God’s plan for him, and I 
continued my education in science. Soon after, 
Southeastern asked me to fill in for a professor 
on leave. There I was, integrating my training 
in science with my faith and call to ministry.
In 1993, I came to Southeastern full-time. 
We had one laboratory and no majors. 
The Department of Natural Sciences and 
Mathematics played a support role for general 
education and the Department of Education. 
By 1996, I was promoted to Department 
Chair and Division Chair (Dean) of Natural 
Sciences, Behavioral Sciences, and Business. 
Later, we added a major in mathematics 
and biology. In 2000, we raised money for 
another lab and launched our Biology/Pre-
Med program. Through all the growth God 
provided excellent faculty, and our program 
flourished. Students were going on to medical, 
veterinary, and dental schools. God continued 
to add students, labs, and world-class faculty. 
Our Division divided into separate colleges, 
and now we are the College of Natural and 
Health Sciences.
Our students continue to excel and have 
been accepted into internship programs at 
Duke, Columbia, MIT, Harvard, and Baylor, 
to name a few. Many receive full scholarships 
to graduate programs in mathematics, biology, 
neurosciences, and biophysics nationwide. We 
are now looking forward to moving into a 
beautiful, 32,000-square-foot, state-of-the-
art Natural and Health Sciences building, 
launching a nursing program, and expanding 
our programs in natural and health sciences.
It’s been a lot of next best steps, head down 
and eyes up. Long ago, if someone had 
shown me the details of God’s plan for my 
life, I might have quit before I ever began. 
Not because I lacked faith or thought the 
work too hard, but because by nature I’m 
a lot like science — I like the discipline of 
control and acting on fact. Ironically, realizing 
God’s plan for my life has required a lot of 
letting go and just “happening too” in the 
midst of happening things. And yet the view 
from here proves He was clearly in control 
all along. My life reflects Psalm 37:23 (NIV), 
“The Lord makes firm the steps of the one 
who delights in Him.”
FOLLOWING GOD 
by Dr. Deborah Hazelbaker, Dean, College of Natural and Health Sciences
SOUTHEASTERN 59 
60 SOUTHEASTERN
